


o)N'?,.l^l^lOlCL\b

Th

G-is/EN By

In v7//^c ^' /
f /Ce^vv/^v^n^ P-





^



-
Unpublished

Revolutionary Papers -
OF

Major-General Edward Hand
OF PENNSYLVANIA

1777-1784

Catalogued with Preliminary Note

BY i

A. J. BoWDEX

The Property of

and offered for sale by

GEORGE H. RICHMOND
358 Fifth Avenue

NEW YORK
N. W. COR. 34th Street Centre Store

ENTRANCE ON THIRTY-FOURTH STREET

1907

\





THE
HAIS^D PAPERS.



Fn^E HUNDRED COPIES OP THIS CATALOGUE

HAVE BEEN PRINTED, OF

WHICH THIS IS



The

Unpublished

Revolutionary Papers
OF

Major-General Edward Hand
OF PENNSYLVANIA

1777-1784

Catalogued with Preliminary Note

BY

A. J.
BOWDEN

^ ''<^'^/f^iir

The Property of

AND offered for SALE BY

GEORGE H. RICHMOND
358 Fifth Avenue

NEW YORK

N. W. COR. 34th Street Centre Store

) ^NTRAWJS.ON THIRTY-FOURTH STREET



^^jyg.^ 'A ' "\'¥^6*Vv^W^ •

u {\l

iV^wS^. vv ^s-^^

Copyright, 1907

BY

GEORGE H. RICHMOND



The price of the following collection may be obtained

from George H. Richmond.

THE HAND PAPEBS.

A MONG the patriots who by untiring and

-/I ever-vigilant effort aided to free this

country from the tyranny of a foolish old king no

finer character can he found than that of Edward
Band. Born in Ireland at Clyduff, Kings Co.,

on the last day of December, 1744, he entered

the British service, and came with his regiment

{the 18th Royal Irish) to this country in 1774.

That was a troubled year; the growling of the

fast-approaching storm was loudly heard, and

the Colonies had girded up their loins for a

struggle that nine out of ten men could see was

inevitable. Young Hand, surgeon's-mate to the

King's regiment of Irish, foresaw it, and, with

the hatred of oppression which has ever distin-

guished the natives of Erin, felt that the cause

of the Americans was just.

Refusing to take part in the overbearing

policy of his royal master, he took the only step

open to an honest and courageous man and re-

signed his commission. An officer who resigns in

the face of the enemy {the Colonists, while not

yet in armed revolt, were looked upon and
treated as enemies) is generally looked upon as a

coward. We doubt not that his companions

l/f
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sneered at the act, hut it was not very long he-

fore Hand was to shoiv them he was not afraid

of fighting. Upon leaving the regiment he pro-

ceeded to Pe7insylvania and practiced medicine

for a short time. Very soon the storm did hreak,

and foremost among defenders of liberty Hand
volunteered. He was received into General

William Thompson's Pennsylvania Rifle Battal-

ion and given the ranU of Lieutenant-Colonel,

his commission hearing the date of June 25th,

1775. This appointment marked the beginning

of a long, distinguished and honorable* career,

culminating, from a military point of view, in

Hand's 7'ecommendation hy Ge^ieral Washing-

ton for the office of Adjutant General in 1798.

From the brief notices given him in the bio-

graphical dictionaries, we are told that Hand
engaged in the battles of Long Island and Tren-

ton. He succeeded General Stark in command

* Hand 's military career is recorded in F. B. Heit-

man's ''Historical Register of officers of the Continental

Army during the War of the Revolution, April, 1775, to

Dec, 1783." Washington, 1893. It is as follows:

" Lieutenant-Colonel of Thompson's Pennsylvania

Kifle Battalion 25th June, 1775; Lieutenant-Colonel

First Continental Infantry 1st January, 1776; Colonel,

7th March to 31st December, 1776; Colonel First

Pennsylvania 1st January, 1777, to rank from 7th

March, 1776; Brigadier-General Continental Army 1st

April, 1777; Adjutant-General Continental Army 8th

January, 1781, to 3rd November, 1783; Major-General

United States Army 19th July, 1798; honorably dis-

charged 15th June, 1800. Died 3rd Sept., 1802.''
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at Albany, and soon afterwards served with

General John Sullivan in the expedition against

the Six Nations in central New York. In a

letter to General Hand, dated November 16th,

1778, Washington says:

"1 have yours of the 13th containing the disagree-

able account of the attack upon Colonel Alden's regi-

ment at Cherry Valley. I have ordered General Clinton

with the two remaining regiments of his brigade to

f march immediately to Albany/' etc.

And. in a letter to General James Clinton {re-

cently in my possession) , written on the 20th of

November, 1778, Washington says:

''General Hand received my directions to take the

Command at the Minisink in which I have, (for the

present) included CoPl. Cortlandt's Eegiment now at

Eochester. You will deliver him the inclosed letter,

left open for your information, in which I have desired

a free communication of sentiment, and co-operation of

force—You will therefore consult with General Hand,

on the plans he may have in contemplation, whether

offensive against the Indians, or for giving greater

security to the frontiers. '

'

The ahove ivould seem to show that even at

this early date Hand had gained the confidence

of the Commander-in-Chief. Washington's per-

ception of a man's worthiness was seldom mis-

taken, and never less so than in the case of

Edward Hand. It is evident from the papers

described in the following pages that Washing-

ton often asked Hand's advice upon affairs of

the highest moment, and it seems remarkable

that they have to this late date remained hidden



from the student of American history. As we

said of the remarkable series of letters by Wash-

ington to George and James Clinton, so it may

with equal truth be affirmed: ''These letters en-

lighten several dark places in the history of those

troublous times and are valuable as helping to

complete a story that cannot be too often, too

fully, or too truthfully told."

The documents comprise sixty-one pieces, and

range in date from 1777 to 1784. Several of \

them are answers to queries by General Wash-

ington relating to his long-planned but never

accomplished siege of New York—a practically

unwritten chapter of Revolutionary history.*

Hand also replies to the General upon such

diverse matters as a plan for an Adjutant Gene-

ral's department, the proper conduct of courts-

martial, plan for the establishment of an In-

spector-General's department, etc., etc. They

show that he was an important factor in the

organization of the Continental Army.

The collection has been very briefly described,

and the papers themselves will doubtless reveal

to a student many more points of interest and

value than would probably be noted by a book

and autograph dealer.

* Since writing the above I have become possessed of a

series of fifty-five letters from General Washington to

Major-General Benjamin Lincoln which illuminate the

subject thoroughly.



THE HAND PAPERS.

Autograph Letter Signed by Edward Hand, to

Colonel Archibald Lochry, Lieut. Colonel

of Pennsylvania Militia, dated Hannahs

Town, 30th May, 1777. 2 pages quarto, with

address and endorsement.

Orders to proceed to Pittsburg.

**I did myself the Honour of writing to you By
Capt Loehry from Bedford a few days ago informing

you that I expected 50 men properly Officered and

Armed to assist in escorting the stores to Pittsburgh.

The waggons will march in two divisions, 25 men will

Escort each division from Bedford. I hope that 25

men with their officers from this county will be ready

to meet them at the East side of Laurel-Hill, the first

division of waggons left Bedford yesterday, therefore

the 25 men for that Party must march so as to meet

them as above directed, from the first party you will

learn when your other 25 men will be wanted. Please

to direct your officers to pay the utmost attention to

the safety of the stores—if you can provide the troops

provisions I believe it will be very necessary. '

'

..Colonel Loehry (his name is spelled "Loeh-

rey" in the Military Register) was killed by

9



the Indians on the Miami, Ohio, August 24

1781. Tlie date of his commission is unknown.

The Captain Loehry referred to is probably

Jeremiah Loehry, appointed Captain of the 6th

Pa. Feb. 15, 1777, and dropped July 1st, 1777.

II

Autograph Letter Signed hy Colonel Thomas
Brown, dated from Bedstone Fort, Aug. 29,

1777, with address to General Hand at Pitts-

burg. One page quarto.

Tells General Hand that Col. Gatless is in

pursuit of the Tories and "it appears that th(

Tories is Determined to stand Battle."

He adds that he has called a guard of fifteen

men ''for the safety of the magazine" and that

''From sundry accounts the Tories are deter-

mined to take the mag-azine if in their Power."

Ill

Manuscript copy hy General Hand of a docu-

ment dated January, 1778. '^Provisions issued

at Fort Pitt to Mr. Willing or thirty men on

a voyage to New Orleans;'' also estimate of

supplies needed for one hundred men to ascend

the river. One page folio.

10



IV

Contemporary copy of "A Petition of the In-

habitants of Monongahela County to Govern-

ment for redress of the above recited griev-

ances, April 2, 1778."

The petition is a lengthy one and addressed to

Patrick Henry, then Governor of Virginia.

''Last fall the Court of this County sentenced Col.

Morgan to your capitol for his further trial about a

noted Tory.''

The petition graphically recites the confusion

in the defence of the frontier which this has oc-

casioned.

''The quota of men that the Hon. Gen. Hand called

for from this County could not be raised, this with the

failure of other troops forced the general to give over

the thoughts of going into the enemie's country

hath occasioned the three principal Posts that

covered the greatest part of the frontiers of this County

(and where the Indians mostly pointed their cruelties)

to be abandoned leaving large magazines of provisions

to be destroyed by the Enemy and at the same time a

free passage to commit their depredations, '
' etc.

Autograph Letter Signed by Samuel Moorhead,

addressed to General Hand at Fort Pitt, and

dated from ''Fort Hand 5th May, 1778.''

Moorhead, or Morehead, as he appears in Heit-

man 's
'

' Historical Register,
'

' was Captain of the
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Pennsylvania Independent Company, and at the

above time engaged in guarding stores. He in-

forms General Hand of the capture on the 14th

of February of Lieutenant McFarlane.

VI

Autograph Letter Signed by Colonel William

Butler, dated ''Scohara Nov. 10th 1778,

10 o'clock p. M.," to General Hand, at

Albany, with address. Two pages, large folio.

Has been warned by General Hand of the

approach of the enemy. "I have sent off six

small parties different routes and am well con-

vinced they cannot approach this place undis-

covered. Should they come I have put every-

thing in proper order for their reception.
'

'

He reports the desertion of twenty-three men
in one night and transmits from memory pro-

ceeding of a brigade court-martial for the benefit

of General Washington.

VII

Contemporary copy of a letter by General
Washington to General Hand, dated ''Head

Quarters 16th Nov. 1778.''

Washington's reply to a letter from Hand, in

which the letter had reported the news of the

Cherry Valley massacre. A long and interest-

ing letter, printed by Sparks.

12



VIII

Manuscript by General Hand.
Information of Joseph Showers taken by-

Joseph Brant and his party the day before the

destruction of Pienpeek Settlement at the mouth

of Mungap Creek, about 6i/^ miles above

Decker's Fort, who made his escape from an

Indian settlement about half way between Ana-

guaga and Unedilla in company with Adam
Hunter, a Sergt. of Colonel Alden's regt., taken

near Cherry Valley the 11th Nov. 1778, and ar-

rived at Minisink 12th Feb. 1779.

Reduced to the simplest form, this scrap of

paper contains an interesting and even romantic

narrative of a capture of an American soldier

by Brant's Tory marauders and his subsequent

escape.

"From Owego to Niagara was 8 days journey when
in haste—to Chemung on as well as he can guess he

thinks that about 500 Indians and 200 Tories were at

the reduction of Cherry Valley—the Talk among the

Indians is that they intend to strike at Scohary early

in the Spring,'' etc.

IX

Manuscript in several hands. Distances and
Lines of March from Easton to Seneca Lake.

Four pages quarto and folio. Partly written

by General Hand.

One of the papers gives the route and dis-

tances from ''Wells's Ferry in Minisink" to

13



''Wiltsbury" and is marked ''Lt. Jenkins the

officer taken by the Indians at Susquehanna and

carried to Niagara." It is possibly in his

hand. Dated Feb. 27, 1779.

^'Invoice of Siuidry Articles to be delivered at

General Hand's Head Quarters at Minisinlc

for the use of the Quarter Master's Depart-

ment." Dated Easton, March 17, 1779.

Includes ''ink powder," ''quills" and per-

sonal supplies for General Hand.

XI

Autograph Letter from Joseph Reed, President

of the Supreme Executive Council of Penn-

sylvania, to Colonel Samuel Hunter, Lieu-

tenant of Northumberland County, the whole

copied by General Hand. The letter was

dated "In Council, Philadelphia, March 27,

1779."

The above letter notified Colonel Hunter that

after a Committee of Congress on the defence of

the frontiers had conferred with the Pennsyl-

vania Assembly, it had been decided to place the

whole matter in the hands of the Supreme Ex-

ecutive Council, who were to act in concert with

General Washington and Congress.

Joseph Reed therein relates that he had had a

14



personal interview with General Washington

and, as a result,

**A very Eespectable force which has been stationed

for some time at Scohary in the State of New York
under Genl. Hand is ordered over to the Frontiers of

Northampton and Northumberland and Will as far as

any Stationary forces can do afford ample protection

to those two Counties."

After detailing at length the other various

movements to Fort Pitt, &c., the following signi-

ficant paragraph is found

:

' * We have it under consideration to offer a Eeward

for Indian scalps, but it involves in it some Consider-

ations of a Political Nature affecting the general

system of the War with Great Britain. However if it

will answer a Beneficient or Effectual purpose to you

we shall not hesitate to do it."

It was a bitter complaint of the Colonists that

the British allowed the Indians to scalp and

torture prisoners, but the above shows that on

the frontiers the practice of scalping was looked

upon as but a venial sin. The references to

Hand in the letter and the long details of the

plans of defence fully account for his taking a

copy of it.

XII

Autograph Letter Signed, to Major Lomagne,
dated MinisinJc 4th April 1779. One page

folio, in choice condition.

Lomagne was a French Viscount, a Captain
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in the 3rd Cavalry of Pulaski's Legion. The

above letter orders him to march down the

Delaware to
'

' Capt Van Natin 's
; " gives details

of amount of ammunition; food, etc. Upon

back of the letter is draft of a note to Captain

Boyer, commanding at "Decker's Fort," also

a military order.

XIII

Autograph Letter Signed, dated from *' Mini-

sink/' April 5th, 1779, to ''Major Daniel

BuRCHARDT, German Regiment.' ' 2 pages

folio.

A long and interesting letter, instructing

Burchardt to proceed immediately to Wyoming.

Promises to provide a guide ''from Fort Penn

and an Express to send to Col. Zebulon Butler,

Commanding at Wyoming, with notice of your

approach.
'

'

The utmost caution is urged on the march,

especially when nearing Wyoming. He is urged

to march '

' easie
'

' and to
'

' examine every thicket

and hollow way or swamp before you enter it

.... should any Enemy appear you must take

care to advance on them precipitately before

you know their numbers," etc., etc.

Burchardt resigned his commission July,

1779.

16
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XIV

Autograph Letter Signed by Edward Hand to

Colonel Zebulon Butler, dated "Minisink

April 5, 1779.''

Notifies Butler that he has sent him Major

Burchardt with about 550 men for his relief.

'^He goes by the way of Stronds lest he should

be stopped by Walinpapack. " Is sorry to hear

of the devastations by the enemy. A highly

interesting war letter in choice shape.

XV

Autograph Letter Signed hy Captain George

Bush, with address to ^^ General Hand, com-

manding in Susquehanna.'' Dated ^'Fort

Jenkins May 17, 1779, 11 o'clock a.m."

An account in simple yet graphic language of

a typical Indian border outrage in the Wyoming
Valley. Captain Bush says

:

''Just this moment a party of Indians on the op-

posite side of the Eiver from us killed a family of

people who lived about one mile from this, but un-

known to me & burned the House. I immediately sent

a party after them, tuey found the dead lying scalped,

two men, one woman and 2 children from their tracts,

it is that there is Better than 30, and we are not able

to send a sufficient party after them, if some men
where to come from Wyoming on that side the Eiver

with a good guide they might be met with, the way the

tracts went makes me believe they intend making a

stroke on Cathawissey. I have sent a runner to give

17



them intelligence as a number of inhabitants live

there—They have taken some young horses from this

family I wist we were strong enough to send

out a strong party. I would fain think I could inter-

cept them in their marches."

XVI

The March from Wyoming to Tioga. Copy of

a letter {apparently made hy General Hand)

of Charles Stewart, Esq., to Major-General

Sullivan, dated Easton, 3rd June, 1779.

Stewart, as he may be unable to go in person

with Gen. Sullivan, gives him exact details as to

route from Wyoming to Tioga.

"Colonel Zebulon Butler will be a proper person to

give you proper information of the grounds over which

you are to march—there is a New England Lad named
Saml Gray at Bunker's Mills that knows that Country

very well and will go readily with you. I believe you

will find him a Trusty fellow. '

'

On another page is a description of the road

''from Wyoming to Wyclusink," fifty three

miles.

XVII

Original Draft of a letter hy General Hand,

dated Wyoming, 9th Jtdy, 1779, with ad-

dressee's name. One page folio.

Detailing the number of pack horses required

to move his Brigade. The number called for

was two hundred and ninety-eight.

18



XVIII

Autograph Letter Signed by Colonel Ephrain

Blaine to General Hand at Wyoming, with

the original address, and General Hand's

endorsement. Two pages quarto. The letter

dated from Philadelphia, Jidy 26th, 1779.

Notifies the General that he is forwarding a

liberal quantity of provisions for the Wyoming
expedition.

'
' General Sullivan 's complaints of Provisions have

reach 'd through the United States," etc.

Colonel Blaine at the time the above letter

was written was Commissary General.

XIX

Original Draft by General Hand of a letter to

Colonel Abeel, dated from ''Hannover 25th

November, 1779. '^ One page folio.

Eelates to the movements of his Brigade in

Jersey. The teams employed to move the store

and artillery ''have been collected in the neigh-

bourhood of Pompton and engaged to go to

Morris-Town only I shall be under the necessity

of discharging them as soon as they bring some

forage from Morris-Town." Also mentions

Genl. Clinton's Brigade and Col. Procter's regi-

ment of Artillery.

19



XX

Petition of the hihahitants of Fort Royal. One

page large folio, without date. Bears the

names of fifty-four of the inhabitants, hut all

in one hand.

Fort Royal is described as being on '

' the head

waters of Cross Creek." This petition for pro-

tection ''being destitute of ammunition to de-

fend ourselves from the Incroachments of the

savages
'

' was probably written during the period

of the border outrages in 1779. A note to the

petition states:

" The number of the women and children belonging to

this fort is 169."

A highly interesting document.

XXI

Extracts from Resolves of Congress dated 16th

June, 1775; 8th February, 1779, and May 1st,

7th and 13th, 1779. With comments entirely

in General Hand^s writmg. 3 pages quarto.

Relates to the pay for various officers and the

travelling expenses allowable, etc., etc.

XXII

Return of Provisions, &c., ordered for the use of

General Sullivan's Army. One page quarto,

unsigned and undated.

20
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XXIII

Contemporary Copy of an Autograph Letter

Signed hy General Hand to Mr. Aaron Nor-

CROSS issuing Commissary to Hand's Brigade.

One page folio, dated ''Camp Preakness, 7th

July, 1780."

Orders Norcross into arrest for disobedience

of orders ''and a partial distribution of public

stores, particularly in issuing rum."

XXIV

Original Draft of a letter by General Hand to

Governor Joseph Reed, of Pennsylvania. 2

pages folio, dated ''Camp Precaness, 12th

July, 1780." Two pages folio.

Asks that Messrs. Pratt, Henderson, Henley

and Nathaniel Smith be given commissions, and
speaking of their services with great praise.

Colonel Butler, he says, had already recognized

them as officers in General Sullivan's order.

XXV

Manuscript. "Route and Order of March,

Camp Rinckemack, Sept. 19, 1780, for Gene-

ral Hand, Commander of Light Infantry."

Three pages folio.

Orders for a concerted movement to the neigh-

bourhood of Tappan. Hand was to command

21



the rear guard, and full details are given as to

the positions to be occupied by the various

divisions.

XXVI

Mamiscript. '^ Order of March for the left

American Column marching by night on the

Saw Mill River Boad.'*

Orders for the divisions commanded by

Major-Generals Parsons, Lincoln and Howe.

"Reconnoitre will be the word of recognizance

to distinguish friends from foes."

XXVII

Flan for Review of General Howe's Division at

9 o'clock on Saturday morning, 30th June.

Ten pages folio. Partly in General Hand^s

autograph and partly in that of an Aide.

In line with the review of the Connecticut

troops on the previous day, and preparatory to

the projected movement against New York.

XXVIII

Flan of Review for the Connecticut Division, to

he executed at 9 o'clock on Friday morning,

29th of June, '81. Original MS. in Hand's

autograph. Two pages folio.

The review and sham fight were held near

Peekskill on the above date, in the presence of
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General Washington. Claude Blanchard in

in his diary tells of meeting General Washing-

ton on his way to the review, and driving with

him afterwards at three o 'clock in the afternoon.

The purpose of the re^aew was to test the effi-

ciency of the troops for a projected attack upon

Manhattan Island, about which he wrote to

Governor Clinton the next day "in the strictest

confidence.
'

'

XXIX

Autograph Letter Signed hy General Edward
Hand to Captain Daniel Livermore of the

1st N. H. regt., dated ^^Camp near Dot)W
Fernj 26th July, 1781."

Informs Livermore that Major Murnan (a

distinguished French officer of Engineers)! has

brought a charge of assault against him, and

that he is under arrest.

XXX
Autograph Letter Signed hy General Edward
Hand to Colonel Pickering, Q. M. G., dated

from Camp [Peekskill] June 30th 1781. One

page folio.

An angry letter.

''I dont wish to be possessed of any article that I

am not entitled to or more than I want as Brigadier.

.... There is no person in the Army has more

use for their horses or wants them nearer hand

23



than myself. The pasture I now have is convenient

—no person shall occupy it except by order of the

Commander-in-Chief—it would not be more than was

complaisaint to have informed me previous to forcing

my guard. '

'

Pickering was afterwards Secretary of War.

XXXI

Manuscript. Order of March for the American

Troops. Without date, hut evidently refer-

ring to the projected movement against New
York. Two pages folio.

The right column was to be commanded by

General Parsons. The following paragraph is

crossed out, and by its side is noted "Major
General Parsons will call at Head Quarters for

his instructions."
'

' The column is to possess Tippets Hill and Patrole

to the North Eiver and have an eye to the mouth of

Spiten Devil. '

'

A reference to Baker's "Itinerary" fixes the

date of this document as about 30th June, 1781.

XXXII

Manuscript. ''Route to Head Quarters at

Middle Brook." One page folio. (n781.)

Route from Easton by Straw Tavern, Hickory

Tavern, Pittstown and White House to Middle

Brook, forty two miles, and via Bunnels ' Tavern,

44 miles.

24



XXXIII

^^Answer to the Queries of the Commander-in-

Chief 1781.'' Autograph documents. One

page large folio.

A most interesting document. Washington,

after setting forth the amount of the British

forces in New York, Charles Town and Savan-

nah at 16,390 men, asks if there is a probability

''that we shall be able to obtain men and means

sufficient to undertake the siege of New York?"
In the collection of Washington letters to

Lincoln the same queries are propounded and

answered by Washington himself, possibly from

Hand's report.

XXXIV
Original Draft of a letter hy General Hand to

C9LONEL Stewart, D. I. G., dated Orderly

Office, Newhurgh, 4th August, 1782. One

page folio.

Informs him of the sending to Dobbs' Ferry,

and other Hudson River points, of various

Connecticut, Massachusetts and Hhode Island

troops.

XXXV
Original Draft of a letter hy General Hand to

Capt. McCurdy of the First Pennsylvania

Regt., dated from Head Quarters at New-

hurgh, 21st November, 1782.

Gen. Hand has been ordered by General

25



Washington to release McCurdy from arrest.

He would have been granted an investigation of

charges, but ''everj^body is engaged and when
it is difficult to draw the attention to matters

not relative to the operations of the moment."

Speaks of Washington's high appreciation of

Capt. McCurdy.

XXXVI

Original Draft of a letter from General Hand
to Colonel Swift, commanding Second Con-

necticut Brigade, dated Orderly Office 7th

August, 1782.

Apologizes for having had to use some of his

men. **At present their duty is very hard

owing to the daily attendance required from

myself or one of my assistants at West Point,"

etc.

XXXVII

Original Draft of letter from General Hand to

Captain William Allen, commanding Rhode

Island detachment, dated New Windsor 8th

October 1783. One page quarto.

Calls Allen's attention to an order that ''all

returns are directed to be made to Major-

General Knox at West Point—who in the

absence of the Commander-in-Chief has the

direction and command of the army."

26



XXXVIII

General Hand's answer to Washington's re-

quest for a report "upon the nature and

tendency of Courts-Martial m general and

the duties of a Judge Advocate in particular.'*

Seven pages folio, entirely in Hand's auto-

graph.

A valuable paper relating to the establishment

and procedure of Courts-Martial in the United

States.

XXXIX

General Hand's Answer to Washington's

Query as to the proper number of Servants to

he allowed to officers in the Army. Two pages

folio.

Hand, after reciting the custom in the

British Army, recommends that servants be

allotted as follows

:

'
' 3 field officers 2 each 6

9 captains 9

22 subalterns 22

Surgeon and mate 2

39"

XL

Origiyial draft of General Hand's plan for the

establishment of the office of Inspector Gene-

ral of the United States Army. 13 pages

27



folio, closely written and with numerous

corrections and interlineations. {1783?)

An extremely valuable document relating to

the military history of the United States. It

was probably written shortly before the close

of the war.

XLI

Manuscript. General Hand^s plan for a stand-

ing Army for the United States, entirely in

his handwriting. Twelve pages large folio.

{1783f)

Presumably written at the invitation of Gene-

ral Washington or of Congress. Hand says:

^'As the militia of the United States is well regu-

lated and under good government will at all times be

able to repel or at least check the progress of any-

sudden invasion it will be altogether unneccessary to

keep up a Standing Army in time of peace for that

purpose, but there are other purposes for which I think

it will be absolutely necessary to retain a few regular

troops in constant service. '
' He then details at great

length the uses to which such an army could be put.

He recommends that a grand magazine of war like

stores should always be kept at West Point and also

a permanent garrison of one hundred and fifty in-

fantry, fifty artilleriss and twelve Artificers.

He recommends that Sergeants be paid Eight dollars

a month. ''The pay of the non-commissioned officers

may be thought extravagant but their number will be

small—and it is necessary to make them feel the im-

portance of their station !

'

'
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XLII

Manuscript relating to the number of troops re-

quired for the occupation of the Western

Forts after their evacuation by the British.

Four pages large folio, entirely in Hand's

autograph.

This is an especially interesting document.

Prepared while Member of Congress (1784-5),

it is in the form of a preamble and a resolution

for the garrisoning of Oswego, Niagara, Detroit

and Michillimackinac when surrendered by the

British. He also asks:

''Persons of approved integrity and ability lie ap-

pointed ... to explore the Western Country from

Niagara to the West end of Lake Superior and from

Lake Michigan to the Ilinois (sic) Eiver and the

country bordering on this Ilinois & Mississippi Eivers

as far as the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi;

that it shall be an instruction to the persons so ap-

pointed fully to inform themselves of the nature and

extent of the Indian trade in that Country and of the

most effectual methods of improving and protecting

the same and also of the best modes of giving security

to the settlers on the lands which may be purchased

from the Indian inhabitants,'' etc.

XLIII

West Point. Copy of Charges against Major
Keith of West Point. One page folio with-

out date.

Keith was charged with detaching "a party

of armed men from the Garrison of West Point '

'

and for a palpable contempt and disobedience
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" in a pernicious and Illicit intercourse of traffic

with the Enemy."

XLIV

General Hand's Plan for the establishment of

an Adjutant General's Department, with a

brief note to General Washington prefixed.

Thirteen folio pages in the handwriting of an

Aide.

A highly-interesting military paper, especially

as illustrating the history of the organization of

the United States Army.

XLV TO LXII

Seventeen Miscellaneous Military and Political

Papers, either original drafts of letters by

General Hand in the writing of various

Aides, letters to him and various memoranda,

mostly of interest or historic value.

One of the papers is a petition from one

Charles, a negro, who says that upon fleeing

from his master in Long Island and accom-

panied by his wife and daughter they were

'Haken up by a Fellow who is a Serjeant in one of

the Virginia Eegiments and sold to one of the Inhabi-

tants as Slaves, he therefore most humbly craves that

your honor will take his unhappy ease into consider-

ation and if thro' your means he obtains his freedom

with his Wife and Daughter he will (as in Duty bound)

be ever ready under your honors command to fight

against all Enemys of the Honble. United States in

defence of Liberty and the rights of Mankind."
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